
1 

 

EDITORIAL 

MICHELLE FOSTER* AND LAURA VAN WAAS**  

The year 2024 marks 70 years since the adoption of the 1954 Convention relating 

to the Status of Stateless Persons (‘1954 Convention’)1 and 10 years since the launch 

of the #IBelong Campaign.2 These are the kinds of significant ‘anniversary’ events 

that often prompt reflection — a retrospective on work undertaken and progress 

made, as well as perhaps an attempt to prognosticate on the potential path ahead.  

Reviewing progress is obviously the more straightforward of these two tasks. 

The 1954 Convention’s preamble affirmed that states considered it ‘desirable to 

regulate and improve the status of stateless persons by an international agreement’,3 

and the subsequent 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness added that 

it was also ‘desirable to reduce statelessness by international agreement’. 4 

Statelessness scholarship has since done much to document and analyse the extent 

to which stateless people can exercise their human rights and the right to a 

nationality is protected, providing the evidence base for further advocacy and 

policy interventions. In articulating the goal ‘to end statelessness’ within 10 years, 

proclaimed in 2014, 5  the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(‘UNHCR’) brought much-needed impetus and urgency to the international 

community’s stated aims of reducing statelessness and protecting stateless people. 

The decade long #IBelong Campaign has contributed to and benefited from a 

burgeoning of interest and ambition in the study of statelessness — not only as a 

matter of international law, but also as an intersectional issue warranting multi and 

interdisciplinary attention.  

Today, whether we take a long lens view to look back over 70 years or a short 

lens that reviews just the last 10 years, it is evident that significant strides have 

been made in the field of statelessness studies. Whatever the measurement — 

volume, diversity, quality — academic output on statelessness has grown 

immeasurably since 1954 and exponentially over the past decade.  

Since launching in 2019, the Statelessness & Citizenship Review has provided 

an important space for this scholarship, featuring work from approximately 160 

authors to date. It has showcased critical, evaluative pieces on the state of 

statelessness, as well as innovative new directions in disciplinary approaches and 

research methodologies. The present issue is no different. The articles by Samantha 
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Balaton-Chrimes,6  Lia Storey7  and Clara Van Thillo8  offer original and incisive 

analytical work on statelessness and precarious citizenship in the context of tribal 

communities in Kenya, the United Kingdom’s ‘Windrush Generation’ and Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine, respectively. Bronwen Manby brings a fresh perspective to an as 

yet unsettled question which has long fascinated statelessness scholars: where does 

citizenship end and statelessness begin?9 By scrutinising the use of terminology in 

the contexts of litigation and statistical reporting, Manby provides welcome insights 

into what is at stake in framing the situation of someone ‘whose status as a national 

of any particular country or as a stateless person is not (yet) clear’ and proposes a 

‘preferred lexicon’.10 The book reviews by Sumedha Choudhury,11 Jyothi Kanics12 

and Maria Jose Recalde-Vela13 offer a window into just some of the exciting new 

academic work that is being published, discussing the varied contributions of 

Kalyani Ramnath’s Boats in a Storm, 14  Julija Sardelić’s The Fringes of 

Citizenship15 and Christian Prener’s Denationalisation and Its Discontents.16 The 

case notes by Hannah Gordon 17  and Helen-Ulrike Marambio 18  advance the 

understanding of the functioning — or failing — of legal protections, looking at 

the limits imposed on state powers of detention and deportation. Such dissection 

of jurisprudence is a foundational and impactful part of statelessness scholarship 

that can pave the way for the cross-fertilisation of ideas between jurisdictions and 

contribute to progressive normative development.  

As befits the timing of its publication, released in a significant ‘anniversary’ year, 

this issue also provides some indication of the direction of statelessness and 

associated scholarship. The Critique and Commentary pieces, in particular, offer 

insight on the question of what statelessness researchers of the future might write. 

 
6   Samantha Balaton-Chrimes, ‘Jus Tribalis: Statelessness, Ethnicity and Registration in Kenya’ 

(2024) 6(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review 63. 
7   Lia Storey, ‘Windrush Members’ Encounters with the “Hostile Environment” and a Deficit 

of Citizenship: Centring an Agentive Citizenship Experience’ (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & 
Citizenship Review 38. 

8   Clara Van Thillo, ‘Persistent Gaps in Protection: Stateless and Forcibly Displaced in Ukraine 
and Abroad’ (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review 88. 

9   Bronwen Manby, ‘Schrödinger’s Citizenship: Framing Perspectives for the Resolution of 
Statelessness’ (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review 5. 

10   ibid 5.  
11   Sumedha Choudhury, ‘Boats in a Storm: Law, Migration, and Decolonization in South and 

Southeast Asia, 1942–1962 by Kalyani Ramnath (Stanford University Press 2022). 308 Pages. 
Price USD30.00. ISBN 9781503632981 (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review 158. 

12   Jyothi Kanics, ‘The Fringes of Citizenship: Romani Minorities and Civic Marginalisation by 
Julija Sardelić (Manchester University Press 2021). 216 Pages. Price £85.00. ISBN 
9781526143143’ (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review 166. 

13   Maria Jose Recalde-Vela, ‘Denationalisation and Its Discontents. Citizenship Revocation in 
the 21st Century: Legal, Political and Moral Implications by Christian Prener (Brill Nijhoff 
2023). 240 Pages. Price €154.00. ISBN 9789004508491’ (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & 
Citizenship Review 172. 

14   Kalyani Ramnath, Boats in a Storm: Law, Migration, and Decolonization in South and 
Southeast Asia, 1942–1962 (Stanford University Press 2023). 
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Marginalisation (Manchester University Press 2021). 
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18   Helen-Ulrike Marambio, ‘Germany: Prohibition of Deportation on Bidoons with Comoros 
Passports’ (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review 152. 
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Will their assessment of 2024 be that it was only significant because it offered the 

opportunity to commemorate the anniversary of previous initiatives, or that this is 

a year that commands its own place in the chronicles of international engagement 

on the issue of statelessness?  

It is important to acknowledge that, in reality, progress is gradual and 

non-linear in nature, so it would be artificial to assert that a leap forward has been 

achieved at any particular time. This is something that the long view also reveals. 

While the 1954 Convention was adopted by the United Nations (‘UN’) General 

Assembly on 28 September 1954, this was just one moment in the long road 

towards the effective protection of the rights of stateless people, which is, of 

course, still not complete. It was preceded by dramatic world events, as well as 

extensive study, drafting and debate; and followed by the slow advancing of 

accessions and the continuing hard work of securing meaningful implementation. 

Indeed, the 1954 Convention did not receive the requisite number of ratifications 

(six) to come into force until 6 June 1960 and it was only in October 2023 that the 

Convention reached majority accession by UN member states when Congo 

became the 97th state party. Still, the formulation of the Convention marked one 

of the strongest and most symbolic commitments of the international community 

to addressing statelessness, without which the course of the past 70 years may have 

looked very different; and so, the year 1954 retains significance today.  

The commentaries in this volume by Heather Alexander19 and Raymond Hyma,20 

 respectively, suggest that we may have arrived at another such turning point. After 

remarking on the only partial success of the 10 year #IBelong Campaign to 

‘elevate and mainstream statelessness’, Alexander points to opportunities that 

could usher in a new phase of international engagement — including the launch 

of the Global Alliance to End Statelessness — but warns that a whole of UN effort 

and far greater support for grassroots civil society organisations are needed for a 

real change to be realised.21 Hyma similarly reflects on the partial progress within 

statelessness scholarship to adapt methodological design, such that it ‘engages 

those at the centre of inquiry in a much more inclusive way’.22 He posits that the 

field at large is ‘within the throes of a participatory turn’,23 as evidenced by the 

programming and participation in the 2024 World Conference on Statelessness. 

While recounting considerable challenges in conducting participatory action 

research in Cambodia, Hyma argues that participatising statelessness research can 

be achieved through a sufficiently ‘adaptive approach that can take in the realities 

and the unique challenges that stateless people face in their own marginalised 

contexts’. 24  Jason Tucker’s commentary postulates an entirely new strand of 

methodological inquiry that would capitalise on ‘ever increasing datafication of 

even the most mundane aspects of our daily lives and advances in artificial 

intelligence’.25 Taking the lead from related fields which are already exploiting 

the datafication of society, Tucker suggests that similar approaches could be 

 
19   Heather Alexander, ‘Keeping Statelessness on the Agenda at the Global Refugee Forum and 

Beyond’ (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review 137. 
20   Raymond Hyma, ‘Participatising Statelessness Research: Towards More Inclusive 

Scholarship’ (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review 130. 
21   Alexander (n 19) 141. 
22   Hyma (n 20) 136. 
23   ibid 132. 
24   ibid 136. 
25   Jason Tucker, ‘Artificial Intelligence, Datafication and Exploring the Minimum Content of 

Nationality’ (2024) 6(1) Statelessness & Citizenship Review 124, 125. 
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adopted for ‘empirically grounding’ work on the minimum content of nationality 

and even potentially to predict the occurrence of statelessness and thereby 

‘improve the implementation of pre-emptive policy interventions’.26 

The experience of publishing the first five years of the Statelessness & 

Citizenship Review suggests that statelessness studies is a rich and ever-growing 

field of interdisciplinary research. We take this opportunity to reflect on and express 

gratitude for the engagement of our talented team of copy editors, production editors 

and section editors, and to celebrate the authors who have contributed to date: 

Aakash Chandran – Aashish Yadav – Adam Weiss – Adil Hasan Khan – Aisha K 

Yousafzai – Alice Eckstein – Alison Gardner – Allison J Petrozziello – Amanda R 

Cheong – Ana María Moreno-Sáchica – Andrea Marilyn Pragashini Immanuel – 

Anne Brekoo – Araniya Kogulathas – Areej Alshammiry – Ashley Walters – Atefeh 

Ramsari – Barbara von Rütte – Benedikt Buechel – Benjamin Gronowski – Benyam 

Dawit Mezmur – Betsy L Fisher – Blanka Ujvári – Bram Wispelwey – Brandais York 

– Bronwen Manby – Carol Batchelor – Cecilia Manzotti – Cedric Ryngaert – 

Christian Brown Prener – Christoph Sperfeldt – Clara van Thillo – Clement Bernardo 

Mubanga – Cristina Manzanedo – Cynthia Orchard – Dante Gatmaytan – Darren 

Ekema Ewumbue Monono – David Baluarte – Davina P Durgana – Deirdre Brennan 

– Djordje Sredanovic – Ekaterina E – Elizabeth Harris – Eric Fripp – Erum Mariam 

– Frédérique Chabot – Grace Mutung’u – Hannah Gordon – Hanneke Van Eijken – 

Haqqi Bahram – Heather Alexander – Heidi Meyers – Helena Lindholm – 

Helena-Ulrike Marambio – Isaac Rutenberg – Jacqueline Bhabha – Jade Roberts – 

Jamie Chai Yun Liew – Jane Anna Gordon – Janepicha Cheva-Isarakul – Janki Bhatt 

– Jason Tucker – Jean Allain – Jo Venkov – Joan Lombardi – Jodie Boyd – Johanna 

Hase – Jonathan Klaaren – José Alberto Navarro – José María Arraiza – Jozefien 

Boone – Judith Carter – Julie Lejeune – Julija Sardelić – Jyothi Kanics – Katalin 

Berényi – Katarina Schwarz – Katherine Southwick – Katie Robertson – Katja Swider 

– Keyvan Zamani – Kim Rubenstein – Kriszta Kovács – Laura van Waas – Lavinia 

Spieß – Lia Storey – Liesl H Muller – Lindsey N Kingston – Louise Pyne-Jones – 

Louise Reyntjens – Louise Tiessen – Lucy Hovil – Magdalena Zabrocka – Malak 

Benslama-Dabdoub – Manav Kapur – Marcella Rouweler – Margarida Farinha – 

Maria Jose Recalde-Vela – Mariangela Veikou – Marija Dobrić – Marina Arraiza 

Shakirova – Marjan Claes – Marnie Lloyd – Mary Anne K Baltazar – Md Mizanur 

Rahman – Melanie Khanna – Michael Sullivan – Michel Rouleau-Dick – Michelle 

Foster – Michiel Bot – Michiel Hoornick – Mihloti Basil Sherinda – Miriam Potocky 

– Muhammad Hamid Zaman – Nannie Sköld – Natalie Baird – Natalie Brinham – 

Nicoletta Enria – Nyi Nyi Kyaw – Osama Tanous – Osamu Arakaki – Padmini 

Baruah – Paola Pelletier Quiñones – Paolo Farci – Patrícia Cabral – Patrick Balazo – 

Phil Northall – Phillip Cole – Phyu Zin Aye – Rania Muhareb – Raymond Hyma – 

Rodolfo Ribeiro Coutinho Marques – Saifullah Muhammad – Samantha 

Balaton-Chrimes – Samuel Martínez – Savitri Taylor – Sayomi Ariyawansa – 

Sharelle Anne Aitchison – Solomon Oseghale Momoh – Sumeda Choudhury – Susan 

Kneebone – Tahera Hasan – Talha Abdul Rahman – Tan Kian Leong – Taryn Painter 

– Tejal Khanna – Thomas McGee – Tina Hyder – Trisha Sabhapandit – Tshegofatso 

Mothapo – Tyler Valiquette – U Myo Win – Valérie Klein – Wawine Waworuntu 

Yamashita – William Thomas Worster – Wout Van Doren – Yoana Kuzmova – 

Yuriko Cowper-Smith – Yvonne Su – Zahra Abtahi – Zarlasht Halaimzai 

 
26   ibid 126, 128. 


